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Holy Laundry 

This is one of those Bible stories that makes me 
realize I am strange.  On my better days, I read this 
the way the church has always read it:  a story of the 
glory of God somehow displayed through Jesus in 
front of three of his closest friends, just before they 
all head toward Jerusalem and the cross.  That’s it, 
of course.  
 
On my less spiritual days, I am caught up in the 
laundry. 
 
Laundry isn’t a household task I mind doing, but 
I’m not one of those people who can get rid of any 
stain.  I have a couple of stain-fighting products I 
use, and if they don’t work, I just resign myself to 
hereafter wearing the stained item under a sweatshirt 
or around the house.  I don’t often use bleach in the 
wash.  When I do, I typically use too much and it 
actually yellows what I’m trying to whiten.  
 
So in this story I read:  “and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 
them.”  I imagine the Spirit, standing before a 
washing machine that bears a sign—“for Jesus 
only”—and pouring out of a bottle labeled 
“Dazzle!” to get those robes their remarkable white 
color.  I need some of that. 
 
The thing is, when I think of Jesus, I think of him as 
kind of a dusty guy, walking through a town with 
kids hanging on him and touching him with their 
hands that have just been making mud pies.  I see 
him sitting on the ground teaching, drawing pictures 
in the dirt.  I see him dripping food on his clothes as 
he eats with his friends. 
 
Dazzling white?  It just doesn’t seem to fit. 
 
But… maybe sometimes we need a little “dazzle.”   
 
Maybe those striking moments 
  

   of calm, 
 
   of enlightenment, 
 
   of beauty, 
 
   of peace, 
 
   of pure joy, 
 
   of overwhelming  
   gratitude 
 

are just what we need.  When we come back down 
the mountain, we hope to remember that underneath 
all those dusty moments of reality lies a dazzling 
brightness.  
 
All of it is holy. 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
 

In what area of your life are you anxious about taking on 
a responsibility that you think has been given to you?  
Why do you think Elijah kept telling Elisha to "stay 
here”?  Why do you think Elisha insisted on following 
Elijah?  In what ways did God provide support for Elisha 
in the job he had given him to do? (Use the whole 
chapter.)  Think of at least one job that you are reasonably 
sure God has assigned to you. What help has God given 
you so far in doing that job?  What obstacles and 
discouragements are you likely to face in this job?  How 
might your past experiences of God's support help you 
through future obstacles?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 50:1-6 

Read the first line of the first verse and pause. Do you 
really believe this? How will your answer to that question 
impact the way you read the rest of this passage?   
Describe the geography of verses 1-2.   Look at verse 3. 
In this particular circumstance, how does the writer of this 
psalm describe the way God spoke?  In verses 4-6, why 
did God have people gathering together?  What might 
‘justice’ or ‘judgment’ mean for the people in this psalm?  
This psalm demonstrates that sometimes listening to God 
doesn’t always bring us an encouraging message. If God 
spoke to you today, would there be anything He would 
have to say to you that would be hard to hear?  Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Paul wished for the entire world to both see and have the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, as had been revealed to him.  His 
chief concern regarding this message of the New 
Covenant was that it not be handled in a wrong manner, 
but that it was open and honest before all.   He knew that 
the glorious gospel was and is life-changing. He also 
knew that the only way to stop the light of the gospel 
from penetrating into every area of darkness was if the 
enemy went to work blinding men from receiving it.  
How and where do you see this same scenario happening 
around you today?  Are you ever called to share the 
Gospel as Paul was?  How have you experienced the 
Gospel as life changing?  What are some things that may 
be stopping or slowing your spreading of the Gospel? 

 
____4th Reading: Mark 9:2-9 

 
Why do we reflect on the Transfiguration?  Can you 
identify with Peter’s hasty response?  Or do you 
sometimes feel terrified in the presence of God, and know 
not what to do?  This may have been a scary experience 
for the three disciples.  What are people’s fears today? 
What role have we in calming those fears and in 
reassuring people of the presence of Christ?  Where do 
you think people can be brought to see Jesus today? In the 
Church? In the poor? In themselves?  Where do you see 
Jesus?  Patrick Comerford 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Radiant God, source of light, 
as you surrounded Jesus with your glory, 
so you come to us in penetrating brightness. 
You catch us off guard and expose our weakness. 
We choose the limelight while you call us to explore 
the shadows and brighten the darkness. 
We seek the spectacular while you bind up the broken 
in countless acts of mercy. 
We seek to stay on the mountain or in a comfortable 
pew while you walk to the valleys of need. 
Radiant God, fill us with light and courage to carry 
good news into all the corners of the world and to 
bring back the joy of your presence.  Amen 
 
Many Voices.org 

 

Those Moments 

….For I, like most of us, don’t spend a lot of 
time on the mountaintop.  Most days while I 
won’t puzzle over who Jesus actually IS, I will 
spend considerable energy trying to see him 
at work in the world.  And yet, much like 
those disciples, I have had those moments of 
being so privileged to see the past meet the 
present in such a way that the future 
somehow holds more promise.  Where the 
light of Jesus is shining but it’s also marked 
by a kind of cloud of mystery which reminds 
us this is not of our doing.  Moments when I 
have, in fact, been able to recognize the hand 
of God all over them.  Perhaps you have, too. 

From Puzzling Over the Transfiguration by Rev. Dr. 
Janet H. Hunt, Dancing with the Word 
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